
Ancient rock art tells many stories

Santa Rosalia de Mulege

 ITINERARY
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Baja Rock Art
November 6–15

day 1 
Tuesday, November 6
Arrive in Tucson, Arizona, by 4:00 p.m. in time for 
introductions, dinner, and a program orientation. 
Overnight, Tucson. D

day 2 
Wednesday, November 7
Depart Tucson for San Carlos, Sonora. Driving south 
we will have lunch in the plaza in Magdalena. We’ll 
view the monument and remains of Padre Kino, the 
Jesuit missionary famous for establishing more than 
20 missions in northwestern Sonora and southern 
Arizona. We’ll stay the night in San Carlos and enjoy 
a fabulous seafood dinner.  Overnight, San Carlos.
 B  L  D

day 3  
Thursday, November 8
We depart early for the airport in Santa Rosalia 
and transfer to Mulege, flying over the Gulf of 
California. We’ll stop at a volcanic spill covered 
with petroglyphs. Hiking from rock to rock, we’ll 
explore various glyphs along the spill. In Mulege, 
we’ll visit the colonial church built by the Jesuits, and 
then feast on a seafood luncheon. We’ll transfer 
to the old French mining town of Santa Rosalia for 
the evening and stay in an old colonial “French” 
clapboard-style hotel.  Overnight, Santa Rosalia. 
 B  L  D

day 4 
Friday, November 9
We start the day visiting the museum of the 19th-
century Boleo Mining Operation and, if time, visit 
a petroglyph site south of Santa Rosalia. Later 
we drive out to the site of the Cueva San Borja to 
explore our first cave-painting site, located about 
1½ hours from the highway on a dirt road. Following 
a picnic lunch, we will transfer to San Ignacio, a 
small oasis town in the middle of the peninsula. 
Overnight, San Ignacio.  B  L  D

Boojum trees on the hillside above a road less traveled.



Several wineries populate the Guadalupe Valley

A beautiful landscape compliments the rich history of the San Quintin area
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B  = breakfast,  L  = lunch,  D  = dinner 
Itinerary subject to change

day 5 
Saturday, November 10
After breakfast at the hotel we’ll drive to the Santa 
Marta cave site. Later, we stop to eat some of the 
delicious dates grown in the area, first brought to 
the area by the early Spaniards. Learn to distinguish 
local palms from old world palms. Here we will 
discuss the changing landscape and the strategies 
to live in this rugged and beautiful country. 
Overnight, San Ignacio.  B  L  D

day 6 
Sunday, November 11
After breakfast at the hotel, we are off to  
register at the Institute of National Archaeology 
and History office. We’ll take a quick tour of the 
town and a small museum with replicas of the cave 
murals painted on the walls. Afterward we will 
drive out to San Francisco to meet our local guide 
and visit the Cueva del Raton. We’ll enjoy a picnic 
lunch, meet some of the local residents of the small 
villages of the sierra, and learn about the goat 
cheese industry of the area. We’ll transfer  
to Guerrero Negro. Overnight, Guerrero Negro.  
 B  L  D

day 7 
Monday, November 12
The morning has us moving on to Catavinia to 
see a small cave with rock art. At San Quintin 
(pronounced KEEN TEEN), we visit a travertine rock 
quarry, have a picnic lunch, and visit a historical 
site of the old grist mill at San Quintin to learn the 
fascinating boom and bust agricultural history of 
the area. On black-sand beaches we will lodge at 
The Mission Santa Maria Hotel. We’ll arrive in  
time to walk the beach as the sun sets. Overnight, 
San Quintin.  B  L  D

day 8 
Tuesday, November 13
We’ll eat breakfast at the hotel and transfer to 
Ensenada to see the historical/anthropological 
museum.  After lunch in Ensenada, we’ll transfer 
to the Guadalupe Valley for a wine tasting. The 
Guadalupe Valley has become the source of several 
boutique wineries producing world-class wines. We 

will stay in a luxurious B&B, hosting some of the 
best wines. Overnight, Guadalupe.  B  L  D

day 9 
Wednesday, November 14
After breakfast, we’ll head for Tecate and the 
incredible Rumorosa Pass, where we will stop to 
see an unusual rock-art site and a small cultural 
museum. Afterward, we visit the Anthropology 
Museum at the state university in Mexicali. 
Overnight, Mexicali.  B  L  D

day 10 
Thursday, November 15
Transfer back to Tucson via Algodones and Yuma. 
Departures from Tucson after 2:00 p.m.  B


